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face but their history is not.  Felony-voting bans most frequently emerged from the post Fourteenth 
Amendment America as an attempt to limit the newfound political power of nonwhite Americans22. 
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to get out of that truck.  You black son of a [expletive removed] we will kill you if you come near 
again.õó27 

In his second story, he continued: 

òFirst of all, human kind, regardless of high economized, I must express myself, racism to me is 
taught.  Iõd like to see it reverse some kind of way but it will never happen.  Nobody is willing to 
change places with the black man.  There are very few willing to help the black man really get up. 
The lady that was talking about helping each other, sheõs quite wrong because thatõs happening. 
People are reaching and helping each other.  Not just the black helping the black.  Itõs other cultures 
thatõs helping the black come out.ó28 

Jacob expressed opt
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structure.  Stripped of their agency, black Americans may find themselves with a nihilistic condition 
that poses real danger to themselves and their culture. 

Until Americans address and correct these problems, America cannot call itself the land of 
opportunity because it does not bestow opportunity equally among its people.  Perhaps because 
America’s statement of mission was to create a society of equality to stand in contrast to its divorced 
sister England, its failure to accomplish this goal 200 years later represents something significant.  
Perhaps we should instead refer to America as “the land of lost opportunity” until it is able to 
correct this problem. 
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